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Dear Valued Customer,

Welcome to our latest newslet-
ter. As always, we've tried to fill it
with helpful tips and new ideas.

It’s all part of our continuing effort
to bring you practical advice that
can help make every day better
and safer for you, your family and
vour home. We'd be pleased to sit
down with you and discuss your
personal home security goals, and
look at the most effective ways for
you to achieve them.

Sincerely,

Manuel S. Escobar

PSS Electronics
Now Offers:

Access Control
Home Theaters
Security Systems
Closed Circuit TV
Central Vacuum
Satellite Systems
Phone Systems
Fire Systems
Intercoms
Electrical

Safeguarding Your I-ImneVWitlmut

Feeling “Locked-Up”

Four to five million homes are burglarized
every year. Very often the people living in those
homes figuratively set-off sky rockets announcing
“This is a burglar-friendly home, help yourself!”

Surely, we exaggerate—unless you: Leave
the house unlocked while you just run down to
the convenience store. Or, hide your door key in
a flower pot, under the doormat, in the mailbox,
etc. Or, have shrubbery growing up to your
eaves. Or, have sliding windows that slide up and
out. Or, go away for a few days and don'’t can-
cel your newspaper deliveries.

Burglars are lazy and opportunistic.

They seek out the home that offers “easy
pick’ins” with minimal risk. Wrought-iron (4
bars on every window and door might give

you peace of mind, but who wants to live like a
prisoner? There are simpler ways to safeguard
your family and your belongings.

Today’s home alarm systems are smarter,
smaller and less visible than ever. They offer a
vast range of functions from the most basic pro-
tection all the way up to high tech servo-systems
that help you manage appliance functions and

property security from any touch-tone phone |
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: phone lobbies of big city hotels a
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of paper so it isn't
- immediately obvious
it's your calling card
number. Always
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Staying at a motel, hotel, resort, or bed and

breakfast can be wonderfully relaxing, or a

nightmare. “Safety first” should be every trav-
eler's mantra. Here's what to look for:

The Key System. Make this your pri-
mary concern. Electronic card-key or key-

less lock systems are the safest. Codes
can be changed for each new guest.
Ideally, the card doesn’t identify where
you're staying or the room number.
Avoid key systems with “drop in any
mailbox” tags. They tell would-be
thieves exactly where to go.

The Room Location And Entrances. Avoid rooms that can
be entered from the building’s exterior, such as motor lodges with
doors that open onto parking areas or non-restricted hallways.
calling card code on the keypad. 5 Then, befo : The most secure rooms open onto interior hallways with access
can say “Alexander Graham Bell" the thief is out O limited to key-holders. The best rule of thumb: if you feel uncom-
the street selling your number to a drug dealer or per- '~ fortable, request another or try another lodging.
haps an immigrant who wants to phone home. Long The Building’s Security. Find out if there are around-the-
distance carriers estimate that they absorb about two  clock security guards or monitored closed-circuit TV systems.
billion dollars a year Although many small
in illegal calling card “mom-and-pop” motels
rip-offs. and bed and breakfast

To avoid being facilities don't have secu-

victimized, memo- rity personnel, hotels in
3
rize your number so urban areas and resort

you don’t need to complexes should.

Who Has Room
take your card out. ;
. ’ Access? Housekeeping,
Or, write the num-

maintenance, mini-bar
attendants and supervi-
sors have access. Find
out who has access to
your room when you
aren't in it. Also, find

These new age
airport termmals bu
ters. He or she may be standmg :
you, or across the lobby with bmoculars

corder. Their aim is to catch you tappmg—o_

system keeps track of
-eypad as you enter your code. Better still, use a ~ who has used a pass-card to enter your room.

at automatlcally reads your card If you must Parking Lot Security. Parking lots should be well lit. [deally,
seek parking with a security guard or TV monitoring and limited

exits and entrances.

Recent History. By law, lodging management must tell you
whether any recent crimes of violence have been committed
against guests. You can also call local police departments and
inquire about recent reported incidents.

Trust Your Instincts. If your inner voice tells you something
doesn’t feel right, then find another place to stay. <

le number to an operator, be sure to speak
hield the mouthpiece with your hand.

Spect that someone has stolen your call-
rd number phone your long distance carrier
iately. '-he ma}or carriers have computer moni-
ms. whlch can detect abnormal calling pat-
alidate a card w1thm 30 minutes. %
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Each year in North America more people are killed by lightning than by

but not if it is a small metal building without lightning rods

hurricanes and tornadoes combined. Lightning occurs when the negative
charge at the base of a cloud causes a positive charge on the earth beneath
it. Depending upon specific atmospheric conditions, lightning can be as hot
as 50,000-degrees F (27,760-degrees C) and carry an electrical charge of
between 10 million to 100 million volts with high amperage.
What precautions can you take? Gétirid of anything made of metal, such
 as an umbrella, a golf club, or a metal fishing rod. Your safest choice is to go-

TELEVISION SAFETY

The television set has become one of the most com-
mon devices in our homes. Today, multiple-set house-
holds are the rule rather than the exception.

A turned-on TV set can even help you keep your
home secure, because a would-be burglar is most likely to
see it as an indication that you're home, even if you're
actually not.

All in all, we take the convenience and safety of our
TV sets pretty much
for granted. But, even
with state-of-the-art
solid state circuitry, a
television set generates
a lot of heat. That's
why manufacturers
provide ventilation
openings in the cabinet
to allow the heat to

escape. If these openings are blocked, heat build-up with-
in the set can cause failures which might result in a fire
hazard.

If you're placing your TV set in a built-in enclosure or
entertainment center, it’s important to make certain that
adequate ventilation is provided behind the unit. Try to
avoid installations where heating vents blow directly
behind your TV. Never block the bottom ventilation slots
of a portable TV by put-
ting it on a bed, sofa,
rug, etc., or by putting a
cloth cover or drape
over a TV set. These
simple precautions will
help you and your family
enjoy many years of
accident free entertain-
ment. %






